THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
the Industrial Revolution and the economic orthodoxy of the time, the laisser faire doctrine which entrenched itself behind the phrase "the inexorable laws of economics" Shaftesbury is the popular hero of that battle in its early stages, but the real instigator was Michael Sadler, who compelled the government to investigate factory conditions, and who deserves a place in the story It was thiough him that the public became aware, by means of the commission's report, of the appalling conditions of woik and child labour which profoundly shocked all reasonable and feehng men and women Much of the literature of the earlier part of our period is an outcry against the hideousness of the new civilisation, especially around the forties and fifties Besides works which will be mentioned later there was Hood's "Song of the Shirt", published in 1844 in the Christmas number of Punch, there is Mrs Browning's "The Cry of the Childicn" This aspect of thought or feeling was given invaluable support by the Ghnstian Socialists, headed by E D Mauiice, founder of the Working Men's Coinage Christian Socialism did not last long in its original form, to some extent the Tractanans merged with it, atitr *? revived Liter, and is visible in its latest form in the work of 3ishop*tJore It was under Maurice's banner that Charles Khgsley and others fought so bravely,1 and it is largely owing to ^launce that Socialism in this country has taken a forta which distinguishes it from Continental Socialism There lias always been a strong section of the intellectual middle class working strenuously for it, a section that increased enormously during the Edwardian period, not only amongst tne Fabians, and that is represented in literature by surli men as Galsworthy
But, throughout, the period shows an inextricable weaving of threads, of factions which seem leagues apart in philosophy combining for some object or another, idealism often making strange bedfellows Rationalism, evangelicalism, utilitarianism, the Oxford Movement, Christian Socialism, materialism, the Salvation Army, agnosticism, revolve round one another in an extraordinary dance, now setting to partners, now funously attacking one another Each can take credit for
1 See the chapter on Fiction
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